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This is the first English-language biography of the relentlessly ambitious and incomparably talented printer
Giambattista Bodoni (1740-1813). Born to a printing family in the small foothill town of Saluzzo, he left his
comfortable life to travel to Rome in 1758 where he served as an apprentice of Cardinal Spinelli at the
Propaganda Fide press. There, under the sponsorship of Ruggieri, he learned all aspects of the printing craft.
Even then, his real talent lay in type design and punchcutting, especially of the exotic foreign alphabets
needed by the papal office to spread the faith. His life changed when at age 28 he was invited by the Duke of
Parma to abandon Rome for that very French city to establish and direct the ducal press. He remained in
Parma, overseeing a vast variety of printing, some of it pedestrian, but much of it glorious. And all of it
making use of the typefaces he personally designed and engraved. This fine book goes beyond Bodoni's
capacity as a printer; it examines the life and times in which he lived, the turbulent and always fragile
political climate, the fascinating cast of characters that enlivened the ducal court, the impressive list of
visitors making the pilgrimage to Parma, and the unique position Parma occupied, politically Italian but very
much French in terms of taste and culture. Even the food gets its due. The illustrations—of the city, of the
press, of the types and matrices—are captivating, but most striking are the pages from the books he designed,
especially pages from his typographic masterpiece, the Manuale Tipografico, which displayed the myriad
typefaces in multiple sizes that Bodoni had designed and engraved over a long and prolific career. Intriguing,
scholarly, visually arresting, and designed and printed to Bodoni's standards, this title belongs on the shelf of
any self-respecting bibliophile. It not only makes for compelling reading, it will be considered the biography
of record of a great printer for years to come.
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From reader reviews:

Valerie Gray:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important for people. The book Giambattista Bodoni: His Life and His World
had been making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It is
quite advantages for you. The e-book Giambattista Bodoni: His Life and His World is not only giving you
considerably more new information but also to be your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your
personal spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship together with the book Giambattista Bodoni:
His Life and His World. You never really feel lose out for everything if you read some books.

Larry Dolin:

Here thing why this Giambattista Bodoni: His Life and His World are different and reputable to be yours.
First of all examining a book is good however it depends in the content of it which is the content is as tasty
as food or not. Giambattista Bodoni: His Life and His World giving you information deeper and in different
ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no publication that similar with Giambattista Bodoni: His
Life and His World. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your eyes about the thing in which
happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in
area, café, or even in your way home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the branded
book maybe the form of Giambattista Bodoni: His Life and His World in e-book can be your choice.

Jason Nimmons:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on
guys that aren't like that. This Giambattista Bodoni: His Life and His World book is readable by means of
you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable looking at
experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer involving
Giambattista Bodoni: His Life and His World content conveys objective easily to understand by many
individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different as it. So , do
you still thinking Giambattista Bodoni: His Life and His World is not loveable to be your top listing reading
book?

Crystal Babin:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, brief story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not trying Giambattista Bodoni: His
Life and His World that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book.
Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world far better then
how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be said constantly that reading routine only for the geeky
individual but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for every you who want to start
reading through as your good habit, you could pick Giambattista Bodoni: His Life and His World become



your current starter.
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