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The world’s richer democracies all provide such public benefits as pensions and health care, but why are
some far more generous than others? And why, in the face of globalization and fiscal pressures, has the
welfare state not been replaced by another model? Reconsidering the myriad issues raised by such pressing
questions, Clem Brooks and Jeff Manza contend here that public opinion has been an important, yet
neglected, factor in shaping welfare states in recent decades.

Analyzing data on sixteen countries, Brooks and Manza find that the preferences of citizens profoundly
influence the welfare policies of their governments and the behavior of politicians in office. Shaped by slow-
moving forces such as social institutions and collective memories, these preferences have counteracted
global pressures that many commentators assumed would lead to the welfare state’s demise. Moreover,
Brooks and Manza show that cross-national differences in popular support help explain why Scandinavian
social democracies offer so much more than liberal democracies such as the United States and the United
Kingdom.

Significantly expanding our understanding of both public opinion and social policy in the world’s most
developed countries, this landmark study will be essential reading for scholars of political economy, public
opinion, and democratic theory.
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From reader reviews:

Micheal Moore:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to learn everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim as well as goal; it means that
book has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are
really reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is actually reading a book. What about the person
who don't like reading through a book? Sometime, man feel need book after they found difficult problem or
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Why Welfare States Persist: The Importance of Public Opinion in
Democracies (Studies in Communication, Media, and Public Opinion).

Scott Hagen:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, going to beach,
or picnic in the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? May be reading a book may be option to fill your free of charge
time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try
out look for book, may be the guide untitled Why Welfare States Persist: The Importance of Public Opinion
in Democracies (Studies in Communication, Media, and Public Opinion) can be fine book to read. May be it
may be best activity to you.

Vickie Flores:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity together with
family or just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by looking at
a book. Ugh, ya think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It
fine you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Why Welfare States
Persist: The Importance of Public Opinion in Democracies (Studies in Communication, Media, and Public
Opinion) which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.

Ronald Malone:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book was rare? Why
so many problem for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes examining, not only science book but novel and Why Welfare States Persist: The Importance of
Public Opinion in Democracies (Studies in Communication, Media, and Public Opinion) or even others
sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel need to read more
and more. Science publication was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those publications are
helping them to add their knowledge. In other case, beside science book, any other book likes Why Welfare
States Persist: The Importance of Public Opinion in Democracies (Studies in Communication, Media, and



Public Opinion) to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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