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Framing a Life is Geraldine Ferraro's touching memoir of her Italian American family. Like the frame on
which her mother once crocheted beads to make a living, Framing a Life draws together a tapestry of
immigrant family stories both past and present. Beginning with the arrival of her grandmother Maria
Giuseppa Caputo on these shores in 1890, the author takes us on a grand journey that includes her own vice
presidential nomination in 1984 and brings us to the present day, spanning a total of five generations.

In the immigrant ghettoes of New York's Lower East Side and Italian Harlem, Maria Giuseppa raised ten
children, one of whom was Gerry's mother, Antonetta Corierri. The young Antonetta was forced to leave
school after the eighth grade to work as a crochet beader in a garment factory, but she had aspirations to lead
a better life. She fulfilled this goal when she married Dominick Ferraro, an up-and-coming Italian immigrant,
and they opened a restaurant and store in Newburgh, New York. But her fortunes took a tragic turn when
Dominick died suddenly of a heart attack. Determined not to let her dreams of a better life for her son and
daughter die with her husband, Antonetta moved to the Bronx and returned to crochet beading to put Carl
and Gerry through school. Once, observing Gerry's poor crocheting skills, Antonetta warned her, "Get an
education or you'll starve to death!" Gerry took heed, becoming a teacher before she turned her attention to
the law and to politics.

Antonetta Ferraro's single-mindedness paid off in the ultimate immigrant success story. Geraldine Ferraro,
whose grandmother could not read or write and whose mother left school at age fourteen, rose to become a
symbol of the American dream -- for all immigrants and for all women.

Throughout Gerry's runs for office, including her vice presidential campaign with Walter Mondale in 1984,
Antonetta was a constant presence by her daughter's side. She lived to see one of Gerry's daughters receive
an MBA from Harvard but passed away before the other daughter became a doctor.

In Framing a Life Geraldine Ferraro leads us along her family tree, from her Italian roots to the branches that
stretch into the future. Throughout, she draws parallels between her own and other immigrant families and
the basic values, including religion and the importance of education, that unite them. She notes that
contemporary immigrants from Asia and Latin America are no different from our country's European
forebears in their circumstances and their dreams of a better life. No matter where one's family originated,
Ferraro's story has resonance for us all.
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From reader reviews:

Teresa Howard:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic
inside the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? May be reading a book might be option to fill your totally
free time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want
to test look for book, may be the book untitled Framing a Life: A Family Memoir can be fine book to read.
May be it is usually best activity to you.

Concepcion Maldonado:

Exactly why? Because this Framing a Life: A Family Memoir is an unordinary book that the inside of the
guide waiting for you to snap it but latter it will zap you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book
next to it was fantastic author who write the book in such remarkable way makes the content on the inside
easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you for
not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of
advantages than the other book have such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking way.
So , still want to postpone having that book? If I had been you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

William Threatt:

Framing a Life: A Family Memoir can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. All of us
recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in
words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The article author giving his/her
effort to place every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Framing a Life: A Family Memoir but
doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource details that
maybe you can be among it. This great information can easily drawn you into new stage of crucial
contemplating.

Kenneth Connolly:

You could spend your free time to study this book this e-book. This Framing a Life: A Family Memoir is
simple to deliver you can read it in the park, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not get much
space to bring the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save
the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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