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In Keith Billington’s The Last Patrol, he shares one of the most tragic stories of the far north.

It was a quiet December morning in 1910 when Inspector Fitzgerald and his crew left Fort McPherson,
Northwest Territories, on a dog team patrol to Dawson City, Yukon. Their departure was without fanfare,
and after a brief handshake and a salute, the men pulled out of the village and onto the frozen Peel River.
Sadly, these four officers of the Royal Northwest Mounted Police would be remembered as the Lost Patrol of
1911. During the grueling 764-kilometre journey, after running out of supplies and experiencing brutally
cold weather, they faced starvation and eventually froze to death.

Sixty years later, Keith Billington, an outpost nurse working in Fort McPherson, organized a re-enactment of
the historic trip using dog teams before Dempster Highway was built. Intrigued by the story of the Lost
Patrol, he recruited ten men to join him. Nine of his companions were experienced Gwich’in men, two of
whom had previously made the trip.

Unlike the original patrol, Billington’s departure attracted much media attention. On February 15, 1970,
television crews and dignitaries from different agencies all descended on Fort McPherson to document the
start of Billington’s “Last Patrol.” Some wished them well and some were convinced this expedition might
also end in disaster, or that they would be forced by harsh conditions to abandon their journey and return
home.

Billington weaves together these two stories, revealing the details behind both the men who lost their lives
and the men who risked their lives to commemorate the sacrifice made by Fitzgerald and his team. This
gripping story illustrates the commitment and determination of the men of the Royal Northwest Mounted
Police and is a tribute to the legacy of the Gwich’in people who continue to live and survive in this beautiful
but inhospitable land.
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From reader reviews:

Ricky Hayes:

Inside other case, little men and women like to read book The Last Patrol: Following the Trail of the Royal
Northwest Mounted Police's Legendary Lost Patrol. You can choose the best book if you like reading a
book. Provided that we know about how is important a new book The Last Patrol: Following the Trail of the
Royal Northwest Mounted Police's Legendary Lost Patrol. You can add know-how and of course you can
around the world by the book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can recognize everything!
From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple matter until
wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, you can open a book or perhaps searching by internet
unit. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's go through.

Manuel Britton:

This The Last Patrol: Following the Trail of the Royal Northwest Mounted Police's Legendary Lost Patrol
are usually reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The reason why of this The Last
Patrol: Following the Trail of the Royal Northwest Mounted Police's Legendary Lost Patrol can be among
the great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed
anyone with information that probably will shock your earlier knowledge. This book will be handy, you can
bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed ones. Beside that this
The Last Patrol: Following the Trail of the Royal Northwest Mounted Police's Legendary Lost Patrol forcing
you to have an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that
we realize it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Selma McDaniel:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or
their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic in the
park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill
your own personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book might be option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to try out
look for book, may be the guide untitled The Last Patrol: Following the Trail of the Royal Northwest
Mounted Police's Legendary Lost Patrol can be great book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Megan Urick:

The reason? Because this The Last Patrol: Following the Trail of the Royal Northwest Mounted Police's
Legendary Lost Patrol is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap the idea but
latter it will distress you with the secret that inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who
also write the book in such awesome way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining means
but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you



going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of gains than the other book have such as help
improving your proficiency and your critical thinking method. So , still want to hold off having that book? If
I were you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.
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