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When Glenn Kurtz stumbles upon an old family film in his parents' closet in Florida, he has no inkling of its
historical significance or of the impact it will have on his life. The film, shot long ago by his grandfather on a
sightseeing trip to Europe, includes shaky footage of Paris and the Swiss Alps, with someone inevitably
waving at the camera. Astonishingly, David Kurtz also captured on color 16mm film the only known moving
images of the thriving, predominantly Jewish town of Nasielsk, Poland, shortly before the community's
destruction. "Blissfully unaware of the catastrophe that lay just ahead," he just happened to visit his
birthplace in 1938, a year before the Nazi occupation. Of the town's three thousand Jewish inhabitants, fewer
than one hundred would survive.
Glenn Kurtz quickly recognizes the brief footage as a crucial link in a lost history. "The longer I spent with
my grandfather's film," he writes, "the richer and more fragmentary its images became." Every image, every
face, was a mystery that might be solved. Soon he is swept up in a remarkable journey to learn everything he
can about these people. After restoring the film, which had shrunk and propelled across the United States; to
Canada, England, Poland, and Israel; and into archives, basements, cemeteries, and even an irrigation ditch at
an abandoned Luftwaffe airfield as he looks for shards of Nasielsk's Jewish history.
One day, Kurtz hears from a young woman who had watched the video on the Holocaust Museum's website.
As the camera panned across the faces of children, she recognized her grandfather as a thirteen-year-old boy.
Moszek Tuchendler of Nasielsk was now eighty-six-year-old Maurice Chandler of Florida, and when Kurtz
meets him, the lost history of Nasielsk comes into view. Chandler's laser-sharp recollections create a bridge
between two worlds, and he helps Kurtz eventually locate six more survivors, including a ninety-six-year-old
woman who also appears in the film, standing next to the man she would later marry.
Painstakingly assembled from interviews, photographs, documents, and artifacts, Three Minutes in Poland
tells the rich, harrowing, and surprisingly intertwined stories of these seven survivors and their Polish
hometown. "I began to catch fleeting glimpses of the living town," Kurtz writes, "a cruelly narrow sample of
its relationships, contradictions, scandals." Originally a travel souvenir, David Kurtz's home movie became
the most important record of a vibrant town on the brink of extinction. From this brief film, Glenn Kurtz
creates a poignant yet unsentimental exploration of memory, loss, and improbable survival—a monument to
a lost world.
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From reader reviews:

Troy Harlow:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students as they are still students or this for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they
don't would like do that. You must know how great and also important the book Three Minutes in Poland:
Discovering a Lost World in a 1938 Family Film. All type of book are you able to see on many sources. You
can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Deborah Hayes:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot
of information that may give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire all their reader with their story or maybe
their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the books. But also they write about the ability about
something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young ones, there
are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their talent in
writing, they also doing some study before they write on their book. One of them is this Three Minutes in
Poland: Discovering a Lost World in a 1938 Family Film.

Stanley Torres:

Beside that Three Minutes in Poland: Discovering a Lost World in a 1938 Family Film in your phone, it
could possibly give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the
knowledge you will got here is fresh through the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an outdated people
live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have Three Minutes in Poland: Discovering a Lost World in a
1938 Family Film because this book offers for you readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but
you rarely get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this in the hand.
The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to
miss this? Find this book and read it from at this point!

Irma Tijerina:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got pupils? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. Therefore
you know that little person such as reading or as reading become their hobby. You should know that reading
is very important and book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except
your own teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update regarding something by book. Amount types of
books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is niagra Three Minutes in Poland:
Discovering a Lost World in a 1938 Family Film.
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