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Until yesterday, no society had seen marriage as anything other than a conjugal partnership: a male-female
union. What Is Marriage? identifies and defends the reasons for this historic consensus and shows why
redefining civil marriage is unnecessary, unreasonable, and contrary to the common good.

Originally published in the Harvard Journal of Law and Public Policy, this book’s core argument quickly
became the year’s most widely read essay on the most prominent scholarly network in the social sciences.
Since then, it has been cited and debated by scholars and activists throughout the world as the most
formidable defense of the tradition ever written. Now revamped, expanded, and vastly improved, What Is
Marriage? stands poised to meet its moment as few books of this generation have.

Rhodes Scholar Sherif Girgis, Heritage Foundation Fellow Ryan T. Anderson, and Robert P. George offer a
devastating critique of the idea that equality requires redefining marriage. They show why both sides must
first answer the question of what marriage really is. They defend the principle that marriage, as a
comprehensive union of mind and body ordered to family life, unites a man and a woman as husband and
wife, and they document the social value of applying this principle in law.

Most compellingly, they show that those who embrace same-sex civil marriage leave no firm
ground—none—for not recognizing every relationship describable in polite English, including polyamorous
sexual unions, and that enshrining their view would further erode the norms of marriage, and hence the
common good.

Finally, What Is Marriage? decisively answers common objections: that the historic view is rooted in
bigotry, like laws forbidding interracial marriage; that it is callous to people’s needs; that it can’t show the
harm of recognizing same-sex couplings, or the point of recognizing infertile ones; and that it treats a mere
“social construct” as if it were natural, or an unreasoned religious view as if it were rational.

If the marriage debate in America is decided soon, it will be with this book’s help or despite its powerful
arguments.
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From reader reviews:

Carmine Adams:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources included can be true or not call for people to be aware of each details they get. How people have to
be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading a book can
help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specifically this What Is Marriage?: Man and
Woman: A Defense book because this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the details in
this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Richard McCain:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information today can get by anyone from everywhere.
The information can be a expertise or any news even an issue. What people must be consider whenever those
information which is inside the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking seriously which one is
appropriate to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable
resource then you have it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take What Is Marriage?: Man and Woman: A Defense as
the daily resource information.

Sabra Fitzgerald:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the spare time or they will get
wide range of stress from both everyday life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time, we
will say absolutely yes. People is human not only a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity have
you got when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then
ever try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the actual
book you have read is actually What Is Marriage?: Man and Woman: A Defense.

Ronald Griffin:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from your book. Book is prepared or printed or illustrated from each source in which filled
update of news. On this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you.
From media social just like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, story and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out
your book? Or just in search of the What Is Marriage?: Man and Woman: A Defense when you required it?
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